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Men can speak up to help Afghan
women reclaim their rights

Afghan women will reclaim the rights that have been robbed from them.

et

42>

Ben Acheson

hite. Western. Straight. Male.

| tick all these boxes. That's why it was

a firm ‘no’ when Hasht e Subh initially
reached out to see if | would write something for
International Women'’s Day in Afghanistan.

Hasn't Afghanistan had enough of input from
people like me? Haven't Afghan women already
been failed by people like me? What value is
there in me writing, in English, from the comfort
of Europe, where the daily struggle of Afghan
women is something | only read about on Twitter?

But the question of how men like me can be allies
for women in Afghanistan stuck with me.

Twitter also nudged me. Seeing BBC journalist
Yalda Hakim’s daily tweet about how many days
it has been since the Taliban banned teenage
girls from school prompted me to think of the
women in my country, Northern Ireland, whose
refusal to be silenced helped bring peace after a
thirty-year conflict.

| also remembered the men who spoke up to
support them at key moments.

One specific story sprung to mind. It was told to
me by Dr Monica McWilliams, one of two women
who helped negotiate Northern Ireland’s peace
deal in 1998.

She and other women had mobilized a
grassroots network called the Northern Ireland
Women’s Coalition (NIWC) when peace talks

started to germinate. Recognizing that women
were underrepresented in politics, despite being
active in civil society, they were concerned about
the negative impact of women'’s exclusion. They
argued that women were not only the majority of
the population (52%) but were also ones who had
to pick up the pieces after relatives and friends
were murdered in terror attacks. They asked how
peace negotiations could discuss the future of
the country without women’s involvement?

They decided to act. Their first effort was to lobby
existing political parties to include more women
as political candidates. But they were ignored.
To challenge sectarian divisions and male-
dominated politics, they knew they had to enter
the political arena themselves. The NIWC was
born.

Within a year they contested elections and
gained enough of the vote to secure two seats at
the negotiation table. Yet other parties were far
from congratulatory. The criticism — and the even
violence — that the women endured in public was
also experienced at the negotiation table.

Male opponents referred to Dr McWilliams as a
“silly woman”. They openly told her to “sit down
and shut up”, that men rule politics and that
women belong in the kitchen. The women were
berated as “typical little housewives” who should
only be at a table “they were going to polish”.

This is when the support of male allies became
important.

One of the largest parties at the talks was led by
a firebrand preacher known for strong views and
vociferous admonishing of anyone who got in
his way. His negotiators were more misogynistic
than most, with his own son hollering “Moo, Moo,
Moo” at Dr McWilliams during a speech at the
all-party talks.

Yet this party, while large, still relied on alliances.

It needed support from smaller parties with
similar views — one of which represented a
paramilitary group that was a primary combatant
in the conflict. It was led by a man named David
Ervine.

Ervine was not a man to be messed with. Before
moving into politics he had been a paramilitary
leader and was imprisoned after being convicted
of driving a stolen car full of commercial
explosives. But Ervine became pro-peace. When
one of his own associates was asked why he was
so pivotal in the peace process, the response
was that “War is started by cold, hard, ruthless
bastards. It must be ended by them too.”

Ervine was also a strong advocate for women,
which he demonstrated when, after one meeting
of the all-party talks, a senior official from the
larger party lurched toward Dr McWilliams in the
corridor and launched a misogynistic tirade at
her. David Ervine immediately stepped forward,
putting himself face-to-face with the aggressor.
He made clear, in no uncertain terms and in
language not to be repeated, that if the misogyny
continued he would break the political alliance
with the larger party and walk out of the talks.

The frequency and intensity of the outward
misogyny quickly diminished.

The NIWC went on to play a pivotal role in
brokering a political accommodation and were
leading voices for proposals about victims and
young people’s rights. They changed the political
culture, countering the antagonistic bullying and
sexism that had become embedded as a political
norm. At the conclusion of the negotiations, US
Senator George Mitchell (the Chairman of the
talks) stated that “the emergence of women as a
political force was a significant factor in achieving
the Agreement.”

The NIWC did not succeed in putting women’s
participation on the political map because of

Women and Resistance from

. Munazza Ebtikar

of women is at the forefront of discussions

on Afghanistan internationally. In an
unprecedented phenomenon of our century,
Afghanistan has been rendered a “gender
apartheid” by scholars and human rights
practitioners as the Taliban’s laws and policies
are directly targeted to the discrimination of
women.

The situation on the rights, or lack thereof,

As the abysmal state of women remains
center stage, there seems to be a big paradox.
International discourse on women has left us
questioning how foreign policies of countries
that apparently have, and continue to, care
for the wellbeing of women in Afghanistan
simultaneously support a group which enforces
gender apartheid and on a more systematic
scale, engages in widespread atrocities against
diverse communities? This critique also extends
to the so-called activists outside Afghanistan
who have co-opted Afghanistan’s women’s
rights discourse. How can concerns be genuine
when the policies of states, world leaders and
international organizations, have placed, and
continue to keep women, in the current situation?

We know that the west partly justified military
intervention on moral grounds by using the
discourse of saving women. But we see that
women'’s rights and lives are being exploited in
the name of competing political agendas today,
be it the Taliban or the international community.
As the Taliban heighten their persecution against
women with regular edicts and undermine their
most basic rights to life and dignity, their so-called
formal recognition by states is contingent on the

“‘improvement” of these conditions. As we see
in Afghanistan’s modern history, women'’s lives
and bodies are again being instrumentalized for
political bargains.

Women'’s rights are also seen in isolation to the
rapidly changing political, economic, and social
conditions in the country. Yet, the struggle for
women’s rights intersects with the struggle
against other inequalities in Afghanistan,
which in this case means struggle against
authoritarianism, occupation, patriarchy,
imperialism, ethnocentrism, and so on. Thus,
resistance against just one system of oppression,
such as gender, leaves in place other systems
of oppression. This interconnectedness is what
scholar Patricia Hill Collins has referred to as the
“matrix of domination”.

Resistance by women have navigated multiple
hierarchies and dimensions of power as
they resist systems of oppression that are
interconnected. This is seen in the example of
women protestors who took to the streets in the
weeks following the current Taliban occupation
and chanted “nan”, “kar”, and “”. “Azadi” does not
mean forwarding the most basic rights of women
is disassociated from the occupation, violence,
and oppression that is currently ongoing.
When there is systematic violence against
communities inside the country, or whether the
humanitarian crisis is directly caused by the
Taliban holding the country hostage by placing
their UN blacklisted members in their cabinet,
these issues are not separate from the lives and
livelihood of women. The struggle for the rights
and wellbeing of women is directly tied to the
occupations, wars, and unending violence that
affects society as .

We see that violence againstwomenis gendered,

at times with sexual connotation. Grassroots
activists who have been detained by the Taliban
and imprisoned were subject to psychological,
physical, and sexual violence. We know that
this form of violence becomes commonly used
as a weapon in war, not just to violate or hurt
an individual but to humiliate and violate an
entire community. Violence based on gender
is central to extreme forms of authoritarianism
like the Taliban as it is linked to delineating,
controlling, oppressing, marginalizing and
governing communities, especially when women
must carry the heavy burden of honor in society.
The Taliban also engages in what historian
Deniz Kandiyoti calls, public performances of
retribution, similar to the violence perpetrated
by ISIS fighters and propagated by the group. In
both contexts, this form of violence exists within
a broader spectrum of sexual and gender-based
violence which takes place within the private
sphere of families, on streets, at workplaces and
used by various militias as forms of .

Resistance not only implies “acting in
opposition”, but in the words of Kandiyoti,
also reflects the “potential for subversion and
contestation in the interstices of established
orders”. Women are thus subverting systems
for social change to advance their rights and
justice that intersects with the liberation of
society as whole. This also challenges the
purely pacifist notions and calls for non-violent
resistance that is asserted through a top-down
manner largely by the international community
which almost seems absurd as the Taliban
engage in widespread atrocities. Support of
armed resistance by women which does not
view armed struggle an end in of itself, but a
necessity in the context of a broader political
project that puts gender equality and justice

David Ervine. They did it themselves. But his
willingness to step forward and speak up, even
when he didn’t need to, helped crush one of the
many obstacles in the women’s way.

Of course, this story cannot be transplanted
directly to Afghanistan. Making parallels is
perilous in such a unique Afghan context.
Comparing the situation for women in 1990s
Northern Ireland to 2020s Afghanistan is also
questionable. The treatment that Afghan women
currently endure is incomparable. Talk of peace
might seem equally misplaced, given the today’s
Afghan reality (although there is an argument
that Afghanistan’s current situation is just another
momentary phase in a much longer-term conflict
— one that ultimately requires a peace process to
bring it to an end).

The point is that, with Afghan women already
resisting the erosion of their rights, their version
of the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition is
already underway, even if in its infancy. We've
seen acts of defiance almost from the first day of
the Taliban’s tenure. There have been persistent
protests and rallies, despite the violent reprisals.
Women have found ways to make their voices
heard, despite the repression. Some men have
even rallied to the cause. In February, the Taliban
arrested university professor Ismail Mashal, one
of the few men to openly campaign for women’s
education.

Afghan women will reclaim the rights that have
been robbed from them. They will prevail faster
if their versions of David Ervine step forward and
speak out with them — whether they are cold,
hard and ruthless...or even straight, white and
western.

Within

as its center, cannot be ignored. Especially
as it is motivated with the aim of defending
communities and hundreds of thousands
of civilians who are at risk of violence. The
struggle for the rights of women is rooted in
broader visions of political and social change
and acts as seeds of a social revolution by the
people which is the only solution to prolonged
crises and social and economic hardship.

This slogan has an uncanny resemblance to the
slogan the communists used in their national
anthem in the 80s, bacheym. If an intelligent
person is going to read this piece they might
challenge you here, I'd suggest you mention
this point in a footnote to either say how you
think this is a continuation of a rights struggle
people have been grappling with, or to say that
the movement now is different and that you
are not making any parallels to earlier periods
of rights struggles in Afghanistan. See this
video and the lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nzT6908wTLg

You might mention here that this is nothing new
in America’s foreign policy to support an armed
fundamentalist group in a country and in fact this
has been their practice throughout the muslim
world. Just think it might be important to mention
this point so that Afghanistan doesn’t seem
like its some kind of anomaly when it comes to
how USA has treated the country. This is part of
imperialism’s military industrial complex that has
operated and destroyed elsewhere (Iraq, Syria,
Palestine, African countries, etc.)

Again, because you are writing in a newspaper,
I’'m not sure you need to go heavy handed with
the academic theory here? Make your point
without having to reference the author in the
body of the text. Put that in the footnote.




The advocates for women in
Afghanistan

. Mina Sharif

hose speaking up for the women of
I Afghanistan are exhausted. Women'’s
Day does not feel like a celebration
that includes the women of Afghanistan
or those who support them. Advocates
for the women facing gender apartheid in
Afghanistan include men and non Afghans
as well, but the group that holds the most
personal connection to what is going on,
are the women from Afghanistan who are
outside of the country. As we speak out for
our sisters in tiny spaces of social media or
at roundtables and art shows, many of us
express and feel shame that it's not enough
to change what the Taliban are doing. | see
advocates that keep going in the name of
raising awareness on a daily basis, even
while time and time again a basic right is
taken away from our sisters and world
leaders do nothing meaningful to stop it.

The women in Afghanistan have had over
533 days without the right to a full education.
The list of bans continues to grow, as the
Taliban fixate on their obsession with
control over women. From clothing decrees
to career bans, to gyms and parks, sim
card purchasing, travelling and the right
to divorce. None justified by religion or
culture. To the advocates, it seems a simple
message to say that women are facing
violations of human rights and that the world
has a responsibility to take action. What
advocates have had to face as we repeat
this and watch the women of our country
suffer, desperate to help them, is that we
are not speaking to a healthy world. The
audience to which we speak is a big part
of the challenge, because gender equality
itself, what we call systems of “progress” are
not stable and strong anywhere. Advocates
are realizing that if there was a true sense
of collectivism or equality, we would not
be met, at best, with looks of sympathy,
and pity for our cause. We would instead
be joined by the entire world with anger,
determination and respect for the courage
of Afghanistan’s women. The Taliban is
the ideology that hurts Afghan women, but

Women are

Neha Nadiry, Women'’s rights activist

o

omen’s Day is being celebrated on
WMarch 8, while Afghan women are

in Taliban prisons and are excluded
from society every day, and the world is silent.
The brave women of Afghanistan are at the
forefront of the fight against international
terrorism such as the Taliban. The suffering

that Afghan women and girls suffer and no
women in other lands have ever experienced.

A woman is a mother and a sister. So why
does a woman mean nothing in the Afghan
society and women are called slaves of men.
| studied all my life in my beloved country of
Afghanistan. My heart hurts, | feel sorry for
myself, | suffer and suffer because they call
me nothing. And | have no place.

To whom should | tell this pain that for now |
have to live like a pigeon without wings and |
am forced to be imprisoned in a cage and not
to raise my voice, | want to sing and | should

we have also learned in the past nineteen
months that the lack of support is an
obstacle in itself.

Advocates have solicited help from
politicians and humanitarian organizations
to the point of exhaustion. We may feel
defeated by the lack of meaningful response,
but it is worth critically thinking about what
we are up against when we approach
representatives of these systems. Yes,
women exist in high political positions and
it makes sense we implore them and their
colleagues to effectively lobby for or create
consequences for the Taliban in response to
their treatment of Afghanistan’s population.
Since August 15 2021, western politicians
have shown up for endless meetings to
discuss how bad things are for the women
of Afghanistan, taking notes and sending
emails of thanks for the discussions and
insights. Perhaps we need to face the fact
that people in such positions usually work
less for change or freedom and focus more
on making their political party look effective.
That is their job. We must understand that
when politicians, especially women, speak
against their party, they risk their careers
and sense of credibility. That risk is only
worsened if they speak up for the women
of Afghanistan or against the Taliban. How
would they comfortably keep their political
careers if they spoke up for a country their
own armies were instructed to walk away
from? It makes sense that many will, for
their own sake, remain silent and inactive
unless an action or stance suits their
political aspirations. Looking for change in
the narrative of individual politicians is not
necessarily practical, including from women
in politics who have to keep themselves
employed in the most patriarchal profession
of all. Support may come, if it is convenient,
the way it was in 2001 to “save Afghan
women”.

Advocates for the women in Afghanistan
have also faced that many proclaimed
feminists, both women and men who claim
to support equality, are excusing themselves
of speaking up for Afghanistan. Many are
finding comfort in their inaction, by saying
the situation in our country is confusing. To

a degree, they have a point. The messages
on behalf of the women in Afghanistan are
rarely given by them, or more safely by
those who have left since August 15, 2021.
Instead there is a perplexing array of people
and mixed messages. There are American
led think tanks on TV claiming that money is
the only thing Afghanistan needs. Western
men experts meet with rooms full of other
men and conclude litle to nothing. The
Taliban even shared “protests” by “women”
in clothing unfamiliar to Afghanistan, saying
Afghan women don’t want rights, all while
engaging in what appeared to be the right
to protest safely. Logic has disappeared
from the large media platforms thanks to
this failure to amplify the voices of Afghan
women themselves. Afghanistan has been
made to look confusing, and this chaotic
messaging has given many an easy
reason to walk away. Advocates are left
to repeatedly echo the words of women
protestors in Afghanistan, on much smaller
platforms than these Taliban lobbyists are
given. With patience, the advocates echo
their sisters in Afghanistan: basic human
rights are a must. That should not, no
matter what they hear the lobbyists say,
confuse anyone. When you say Afghan
women want the right to go to school, to
work and to provide for their families, and
people still find it confusing, it is exhausting.
But the advocates keep going.

Advocates are also faced with accusations
of abandoning their country, while case
after case, it is proven that voicing concern
for women is punished in Afghanistan.
Advocates are faced with a lack of interest
by the media. Advocates are faced with
conversations that put the burden of political
solutions on them. “What should be done?”
is a regular question. And the answer we all
want to scream is, do what you would do if
it were your sisters! Start by being openly
angry about it!

The advocates that dedicate themselves
fully to the rights of Afghan women, despite
the limited response, | applaud you. Activist
groups, artists, authors, filmmakers,
teachers, mothers, daughters, sisters,
brothers, fathers and friends. Any politicians
who dare to be exceptions. The members of
humanitarian groups who raise their voice
on what is becoming an unpopular subject,
thank you. Individuals who use whatever
platform they have to say something about
the women who feel forgotten, thank
you. And to those women and girls in
Afghanistan, of course thank you the most
for not giving up. Although your supporters
are not always in the highest positions with
massive platforms, we do exist and we
learn from your example to be steadfast
in the message, clear and unwavering in
the demand that all human beings deserve
rights.

models of freedom and social justice!

raise my voice and say it with my throat.
After all, | am also a human being. | have the
right to sing and fly to the heights of life in all
matters.

| want to live like a woman because we
women have the talent of courage and the
ability to be diligent and zealous. There are
hidden miracles inside of us that if ignited will
light up the world. So, why do they silence

the Afghan women and give them no other
right than to breathe?

Have you ever wondered where it would
be if we lived? where is the world Where is
humanity? Where is the generation? So why
do they call us nothing?

Have you thought that if we are not there,
the whole world will be destroyed if there is
no woman. Who is your father? Who is your

brother? who is your mother who is your
sister Who is your child that you are hoping
for and when were you born?

So a woman is the hope of your life, why do
you exclude women from society and make
them prisoners, we are not your slaves, we
are not extreme wild men, all the women of
Afghanistan are in the prison of ignorant men
and they want to be freed from prison.

| am the one who illuminates the world like
moonlight in the dark night | give you hope
to be alive in the hardships of life, so why do
you call me nothing?

Tears are flowing in my eyes like water, my
heart is full of pain and sorrow. My soul is
in sorrow and depression, My mind is busy
with the pain of grief that all Afghan women
have been in prison for years. | have never
experienced peace of mind for a moment.

At the end, | have come to the conclusion
that no man, No one can remove us Afghan
women from the society.
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Afghan Women facing
Annihilation, Showing Resistance

‘ Hosai Qasmi

the Taliban took over Afghanistan. It

has been one and a half years since
the world, and Afghan politicians failed
Afghan women. It has been one and a half
years since Afghan women have been
facing misogyny of the brutally repressive
regime of the Taliban and abandonment
by the world. It has been one and a half
years since Afghan women have been
living under gender apartheid. Since the
takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban,
Afghan women have been subjected to
exclusion and increasing restrictions on
their access to employment, education,
movement, and appearance.

I t has been one and a half years since

The 2001 military intervention of the
United States in Afghanistan, along with
its international partners, was rationalized
as a “war on terror” and a “war to liberate
Afghan women.” However, today their
feminist foreign policies have proven to be
unconcerned about Afghan women since
they do not fit their interests and agenda.

The U.S. has publicly committed to the
women, peace, and security agenda
that acknowledges women’s central role
in conflicts, negotiations, peace, and
post-conflict stability, and even passed
landmark legislation in 2017 to enact that
agenda into law. Yet Afghan women were
excluded and silenced at every stage of
peace negotiations.

Since coming into power, or to say
being handed the power, the Taliban
told female government employees
to stay home, closed girls’ schools,
restricted female television presenters
from showing their faces and prohibited
female university students from attending
university classes. Afghan women are
facing symbolic annihilation, in other

.
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words, Afghan women and girls are facing
systemic exclusion from every aspect of
social, political, and public life.

Afghan women have played a significant
role in sustaining and furthering progress
and development despite threats and
risks throughout history and continue to
do so. They have fought for their rights
and continue to do so, however, alone.

Their achievements are undeniable,
particularly in the media sector. From
absolute absence during the Taliban and
mujahideen rule between 1990-2000 to
active participation in all media sectors
— television, radio, press, filmmaking
and online presence — Afghan women
have been active in various capacities —
performers, journalists and consumers.

Duringthe peacetalksbetweenthe Taliban,

the United States, and Afghanistan, there
were concerns and fears of compromising
the freedom of media and achievements
of the last 20 years, especially women’s
presence and role in the media sector.
We are witnessing those concerns and
fears turning into reality today. According
to Reporters Without Borders, since the
Taliban takeover in August 2021, 40
percent of Afghan media organizations
have closed, and 80 percent of female
journalists have lost their jobs.

It is important to note that women’s
representation in media, like any other
arena, is essential for promoting equality
and documenting their contributions to
society, contrary to patriarchal mindsets
that restrain women from practicing their
rights and enjoying equality. Women'’s
devaluation and suppression are being
normalized by eliminating them from
social, political, and public arenas.
the Taliban’s restriction on media for
covering women’s protests against the
government’s policies and laws towards
women, eliminating women from politics,
and restricting their social life and media
presence is a form of symbolic annihilation
where women’s voices are silenced and
devalued.

Excluding women and silencing their
voices further strengthens the patriarchal
culture and forgoes achievements of
the last two decades by women. Afghan
women are fundamental to Afghan
society, culture, and history, eliminating
their voices, limiting them to specific
gender norms that are neither Islamic
nor adherent to Afghan culture, and
reducing their presence in society means
eliminating a significant part of Afghan
history and culture.

Afghanistan is not the only country
where women’s rights are under attack.
However, the extent of the annihilation of

women’s rights in Afghanistan is a caution
to women everywhere. It demonstrates
how fragile are the efforts toward equality.

Afghan women have time and again fought
fortheirrights againstoppression, injustice,
and discrimination. Their movements have
seen ups and downs, from Abdul Rahman
Khan to Ashraf Ghani. Afghan women
have had tremendous achievements
and faced backlashes, denunciations,
and opposition by religious, traditional,
and conservative groups. Afghan women
continue to deconstruct the atmosphere
created by the Taliban by voicing their
identities. Afghan women and girls use
social media to share everyday life and
activities through art, photography, and
poetry. Though most of them hide their
identity to maintain their safety, they
exercise their autonomy and agency by
using media to express themselves. In an
environment that forces conformity to local
rules and regulations, the media provide
women a platform to resist. Women
and girls using social media may not be
aiming to be political. However, their acts
are becoming a form of political protest,
reserving Afghan culture, and defining
their notion of womanhood.

On this International Women’s Day, where
people worldwide will be celebrating
women’s social, economic, cultural,
and political achievements throughout
history, Afghan women are retaking the
fight for their fundamental rights. Despite
the challenges and constraints, Afghan
women continue to resist with strength.
The Taliban and conservative groups may
silence Afghan women, and the world
may forget them, but Afghan women
always rise strongly. On this International
Women’s Day, the world must show
solidarity with Afghan women as their fight
for their rights is a fight for women'’s rights
everywhere.

Parasitic masculine societies in Afghanistan

. Zarlasht Safi Sarsam

to be the focal day to celebrate gender

equality, sisterhood and women
empowerment worldwide. With the arrival
of International Women’s Day, a stagnated
gender equality progress was reported by the
World Bank. Yet, this stagnation is of a very
alarming level in Afghanistan. We live in the
times of permacrisis and gender equality is
completely overshadowed by other priorities
as energy crisis, climate change and multiple
wars. The term permacrisis which consists of
‘permanent’ and ‘crisis’ is more suitable for
gender equality than any other crisis when
it comes to the Afghan women. Afghan
women and girls are deprived of their basic
human rights, dreams and it seems that this
struggle is permanent. Afghanistan is the
only country in the world that has banned
girls from attending primary and secondary
education. Also, access to higher education,
work and participating in public life is a
luxury for women in the current authoritarian
regime.

Traditionally, eightofMarchisconsidered

The current society is changing at an
unprecedented pace toward a woman
unfriendly parasitic masculine society where
women merely act as reproductive machines.
How is this society parasitic? One would
ask. This is the case, because a woman
as an individual doesn’t have an existence
or identity. Just a year ago, Afghanistan
had a model parliament in the region, with
a majority of 40% women as members
of parliament. An achievement that was
replaced with the absolute number of zero
with the arrival of the Taliban. Moreover,
when the Taliban spokesmen were asked
about the position of the mothers in Islam
and participation of women in politics; they
simply replied that their sons will ensure their
rights in the parliament. Most often,

the word culture is used to justify this
behavior, but the current regime is
completely alien with the Afghan culture. For
instance, one of the four important imams
in the Islamic history Imam Abu Hanifa
who was a persian speaking resident of the
Charikar city is named after his mother. This
emphasizes the respect and position that
the habitants of this country have and had
for their women. Even among Pashtuns,
genealogical books testify that some of the

more famous and powerful tribes such as
the Afridi or Ghilzay are connected to the
rest of the Pashtuns by maternal lineage. In
the case of Ghilzay’s Bibi Matu is considered
to be the mother of all Ghilzay’s and the Mati
tribe in the Bitani branch is named after her.
This is unique since the Ghilzay tribe is the
largest Pashtun tribe in Afghanistan.

Another remarkable parasitic characteristic
of the current regime is their misusage of
woman as an asset, and how the political
structure uses women to feed itself. If they
want to pressurize the international society,
they used women rights as scapegoat. A
woman has no existence in their society,
but women football and cricket funds were
used to empower men sport. Therefore, from

a feminists point of view, the participation of
the national cricket team in Australia would
have been wrong. The same struggle is
fought in football field. A former women
football national team captain, Khalida Popal
started a lawsuit against FIFA, because the
women football funding were delivered to
Taliban without any pardon.

The solution is clear and easy. Societies
can’'t reach their full potential when half
the population is deprived of their basic
rights. An uneducated mother will deliver
an uneducated son to society. A society
without freedom and equality is a prison and
won'’t last long, because a country with an
illiterate majority will create unbalances and
fragile in society.
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On March 8th,
to mark International Women’s Day,
14 international news outlets
join forces to highlight the challenges
and solutions to reach gender equality
and build stronger societies.
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